
Commission for Energy Use and Climate Change 
Meeting Minutes 
March 9, 2016 
Tufts Administration Building, 167 Holland St., Somerville, MA. 
 
Attendees: 
Oliver Sellers-Garcia – (member ex-officio) Dir. Office of Sustainability and 
Environment 
Andrea Ranger – Commissioner 
Alyssa Saunders – Commissioner  
Matt Miller - Commissioner 
Mary Mangan – Solarize coach 
Rebecca Sugrue 
Catalina Gutierez-Paez 
Oscar Montes 
Jimma Malone 
Liana Banuelos 
Philip Groth 
 
Meeting notes from February 10, 2016  

• Approved 
 

Background on La Ceiba delegation 
• Somerville and La Ceiba (city of 200,000 people on the Atlantic coast of 

Honduras) were connected through an ICMA program (International City/County 
Management Association; is an organization that focuses on advancing local 
governance globally). They help set up exchanges between developed and 
developing world 

• Somerville will be sending a group to La Ceiba in July 
• Catalina and Oliver went to La Ceiba and found very impressive emergency 

preparedness community outreach system. La Ceiba hopes to learn from 
Somerville’s CEUCC and effective activist community focused especially on 
mitigation. 

• Background on early CEUCC days: in 2003 BOA passed an ordinance to create 
this Commission (when Curtatone was an Alderman). After an Inconvenient 
Truth was released and Hurricane Katrina hit, CEUCC grew. Economic recovery 
act in 2009 provided funding for some projects – e.g., innovative program for 
residential energy efficiency. 

• All CEUCC members are professionally engaged in climate/energy fields and 
must be residents of Somerville. 

 
Next steps on net zero emissions planning 

• GHG inventory was released and is on Sustainaville website 



• Under-the-hood data analysis was designed to enable the City to conduct future 
updates in house. 

• City is considering ways to share data on GHG inventory and reduction pathways 
publicly (probably linked from SomerStat page). 

• The next step in planning is to determine potential emissions reductions pathways 
in order to meet our 2050 goals. This is expected to be completed within the next 
few months. Oliver is working to build meetings with department heads into 
scope of project so that scale and urgency of action can be communicated and 
decision-makers in other sectors can join effort. 

• Url for GHG inventory will be sent to residents as part of the Environmental 
Services mailing (most widely read information that City sends residents), 
although there are no plans for additional paper mailings. 

• GHG inventory consultant team includes a public health expert who is assessing 
children’s health impacts of climate change.  Assessment will include air quality 
factors. It could be helpful to frame health impacts in terms of co-benefits of 
mitigation 
 

Solarize Somerville update 
• Mary shared info about Solarize This Changes Everything film screening at the 

Armory and spoke with Mothers Out Front and Fossil Free Somerville members. 
• Next Tuesday: Mary is meeting with volunteers at main library. First meeting will 

be assessment of volunteers’ skill set, introduction to Solarize program, basics of 
how program works, RFP. 

• RFP: needs to go out to solar installers 
o Oliver: RFP will be finalized on Tuesday and purchasing department is 

ready to get it out. Hopefully, it’ll go out this month. We could go with a 
team of multiple installers or a single installer.  

• CEUCC is supposed to sponsor two events – PV101 and PV201 
o Solar subcommittee led by Matt and Eliza will coordinate 
o Date will be decided once RFP is out, etc. 

• Outreach at farmers’ markets and festivals need to be planned. 
• Andrea: should we include roofers to whom we can point interested people who 

need work on their roofs? 
o When assessing solar potential for a building, the first step is online 

assessment of roof solar potential 
o Second step is onsite assessment of roof 
o Solar installer firm could provide partner who is a roofer, so that team 

could turn around project more quickly 
• Note that different racking systems have different impacts on underlying roofs 

and could compromise roof warranties, etc. 



• Oliver: RFP should include a question about how solar install will interact with 
roof integrity and warranty, etc. 

• Juliette: what about educating the roofers who would then serve as messengers 
about the Solarize program and could benefit from it because the tax credit would 
apply to roofing job as well? 

• Condos and multi-family dwellings: 
o Mass CEC does not have clear ideas on how to deal with challenges. They 

want to partner with us to find solutions. 
o The need for solutions to net metering and SRECs for multi-family 

dwellings was included in RFP 
o Mary plans to speak with Eversource about any materials they might have. 

• Oliver: we were approached to participate in a program called SPARC – part of 
Dept. of Energy Sunshot Initiative for recognizing and designating solar friendly 
cities. Includes Somerville getting technical assistance from the program. 
Somerville decided to pursue (we will be ‘solar friendly city’). They use Meister 
for technical assistance, a company that knows Somerville well. They will help 
building and electrical inspectors, streamlining process and determining 
permitting flow. 

• Solar rights: City does not currently have an organization to deal with solar rights. 
This is an issue that could be problematic in the future. 

• Discussion about state-level legislation on solar and renewable energy 
o BOA passed resolution asking state to raise net metering cap 
o Need net metering to support solar b/c production is limited in season/time 
o Andrea: was recently lobbying Beacon Hill on net metering (bills to raise 

net metering cap are in conference); a number of representatives have 
signed. Business groups have lobbied Gov. Baker to slow solar growth 
down, but there has also been push-back against this effort.  

o Mass DOER will likely continue SREC2 program for some period of time. 
If SCREC3 program is implemented, SREC prices will be much lower. 

o Net metering will likely be sustained; customer fees may go up.  
o Net metering task force came up with benefits for the Commonwealth 

from solar. For every $1 spent on solar, the state gained $2.2 in benefits 
(may include things that are hard to quantify). 
 

Gas leaks update 
• Andrea spoke with Tim Snyder (Mayor’s aide); he will get back to Eliza in 

response to letter sent to the Mayor’s office. 
 

Zoning committee 
• CEUCC will not get involved in debate over artificial turf vs. grass fields in 

Lincoln Park. 



• CEUCC will be focused on energy (rather than storm water, etc) 
• Union Square Community Benefits agreement – may offer an opportunity to 

incorporate microgrid feasibility assessment 
o $75K is money available  

• Jennifer Lawrence: works on mobility task force in Cambridge (half 
transportation, half energy), offered suggestions on leveraging Community 
Benefits agreement.   

• City is potentially developing a new high school. One of us should be on the 
committee for developing the high school. 

o When high school is built, will city have expertise to manage building 
efficiently? 

• Andrea met with zoning group for Union Square;  
• There will be an opportunity for a feasibility assessment of microgrids and district 

energy. RFP will come out for obtaining one of these and when it does the 
applicant will need to have critical infrastructure that would be protected by 
microgrid (Union Square does). In addition, CEC microgrid feasibility assessment 
is a priority for Mayor, so we are likely to move forward with it. 

• Oliver: intern from MIT helping to analyze zoning overhaul 
o Trying to determine what can and should be addressed via zoning vs. other 

policy vehicles 
o CEUCC recommendation to expand zoning rules to include sustainability 

has been heard and acted on. 
o Zoning meeting will be dedicated to sustainability at end of April. 
o We will have an opportunity to provide feedback. 

 
By-Laws 

• We don’t have any formal by-laws on how we select a leader, etc. 
• We could look at sample commission by-laws and use them as guidelines for new 

by-laws. If we pull together a list for what we want to have by-laws for Oliver 
could provide examples for language to use (e.g., to discuss at subsequent 
meeting).  
 

Next Step Living weatherization program 
• Information needed on how they handle condo weatherization. 
 

 


